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_GHRISTMASUPTODAT

Artificial Trees, with Gifts At-
tached, for Sale.

FOLIAGE OF GOOSE FEATHERS

Made in Germany, and Can Be Folded Up
and Put Away for Future Use—Marvels
of French Mechanical Toys—Lifelike
Tigers and Horses—Railroad Lines and
Complete Landscape of Scenery.

The days of the old-style Christmas

trev: are numbered, In past  years ihe
purents had 1o buy the Chrisimas tree o1
chop one down, haul it home, crect iU in
the parler, i on the presents, and fill
the < hindren's  stoecKkings, To-day  they
Lewd uny telephone one of the big de-
jariment stores to secure ready to huand
a Christm nade in Germuny., the
artiineial foii.ge of which
ol brizLter green than the natural
product, aned whicn arrives loaded with
}re=ents meenring the proper Jabels
Villie” and ““for Mamic,”" revolving on
a sland contairning a musie
ment, which dizcourses lively
airs. It can be folded up and
away in a garret until next Christmas

Then, next y.oar, it ean be taken out
again, unfolded. sent back to the dealers,
and aguain freighted with presents. This
Christmas the tired mother may send in
lior order to some toy emporium, and re-
13 o readv-made stockings filled with the
proper gifts for each member of her
brreaod,

The novelties
Clristmus tree decorations that have ap-
pearsd thiz winter are interesting and in
S almaost  s=tartling. Severai
PPust reporteyr went throush
the toy section of two of the largest de-
psrtment  s=tores  in the  Capital, The
artiticis]l Chriztmas trees referred o in
ihe forepoing constitute one of tiee most
striking of this season’s novelties. They
wre of all sizes from one to six and eight
teet in heirht, and range in price from
Soeents to 30 and $12 Viewed ot a dise
tanee, They cannot be distinguished from
a4 N Maine 1ir  or Norwa spruce,
tout I inspection one
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the  carioad.
wood, papicr

are made in
The material
mache, and gilaz«d
for the trunk and branches, ansd
testhers dyed 2reen for the foliage.
stated in the foregoing, they can be
eq np and Kept over until the Christmas
joldlowing, or for several, Some have the
misic-bex  attachment, and some  bave
tut ol of them are equipped with
convenicnt hooks, dariel peas hid-
den nbont  ia the goose-featber leaves,
fream whieh the candy, dolls, and the toys
cun be attached., Thev are new, the first
Cyer ~eenin this city having beoen pl:\cml
on sale last week, Most of the stores are
seiling the decorations and fittines along
Vith the trees, and thus far a majority of
the vatrons have left arder: in have the
trees ~ent to their address on Christ-
n: e for the festivities, and with the
aitached.
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The Tairy-like nethings used
ating Christmas trees have also
gone a decid 2l chunge this season,
el has taken the place of o for
reason Ii..lt it (.durd:. meges
thoe
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: candy,
rorm creseents, &o., and
colorel Laterns in pluce of the
old candles and which remove yll danger
of s-tting the tres an yire-.such are a
Tew of this season's novelties.
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of the new ‘trick="" as Children call them,
are ne jeicles nmr}f’ of eiiss and import-

ed Trem Gernnany,
niee end into g
which they
pegs in the form of knots
41 Christisas trecs. whic
Ve artificial pine conee faziened to the
ends of the boughs,  These ginss icicles
are strikingly  realistic, cxpocitliv when
the tree iHuminated  and ‘I»-;'orz!:cd.
ciusing Jtoto resembic a cedar or pine
tree cut 1 the woods in coid weather,
and covered with frosty festoons.
Marvels in Toys.

Some of the £oAson’s ow tovs ar- mar-
Vels of the mechaniesl art, Although the
Guermans lead ‘nothe production of tovs,
they are arciined to be consepvative  and
o =tivi o old meidels, and for this rea-
=0n it is not surprising o learn thuat the
masterpicess of mcechanical 1oy manuizc-
wring come ta ux this  season  from
Fiance, The one most deserving of men-
tion is a toy ticer, about the size of a half-
Lrtown et oaond o wonderfully true
in the mstter of  eves, orovnd oaler,
=iripes, tail, and goneral form. ‘The outer
covering appears 1o be of some viariety
of strong, Toit-like «loth. nainted in the
colors and markings proper 1o the arimsl
represented. While this 1oy was being ex-
amined the floorwalker ot the toy depart-
ment 100k o key {rom his pocket. and,
inserting it in a hole in the amm'll s flank,

which had escaped the reporter's atten-
linn. wound up the mechanism, and placed
the toy an the floor.
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The “eline started off in a stanlthy, cat-
Jlike walk. stopping now and then iov raise
ene paw, clevating its head, as thoug
scenting prev, looking from side to =ide,
and then, resuming its half-crouching.
swiaying (read. crept away with  hoead

Joveresd, the whole so thoeroughly realistic
and irae to nature that onc could almost
imagine the animal s=talking a herd of
antelope or nyl-ghui in the qistance.

The first conslgnment of these mechan-
ical toys to reach America arrived in
Washington last week, where they arc
now 1o be seen for the first time on this
ostinert. Up until last Menday they had
not reached New York or Boston. and two
of the New York papers sent th local
representatives to examine and write an
account of them for their Gotham read-
ers.  Another of these new French toys is
iovery lifelike tigure of a little girl sit-
ting in o snmall A little boy holds
the shafis in his hands. and when the
mechanism is placed in  operation. he
starts off in a run. -ifting his feet and
bending his knees in the most lifelike
manneyr, as though giving his little sister
a4 ride. The mechanism of this toy is so
complicated and involves so much detail
that it takes a skilled operative eight -
dnys to make one of them. Another of
the same character is a little girl sitting
in a arap. .o which is attached a pony.
Set in motion, the animal prances off in
a trot. breaks into a gallop, and then. as
the stylishly dressed maiden draws in on
the lines. he settled down to a fox trot,
winding up in a slow walk, going in all
four different paces.

Those of German Make,

One curious feature of the German toys,
and one which distinguishes them from
the product of England, France, or this
country,
institutions. art.
have left their impress upon them.
Germans are intensely patriotic, home-
loving. and conservative. and the myths
of the Nibelungen Lied. the Wagnerian
operas, Grimm’s fairy tales, the Franco-
Prussian war. and German militarism
have furnished the toy makers with in-
spiration and suggestions so that one can
say of German toys what is known to be
true of JapanBgk drf—that jt is part of’
the national development and life of the
peorle. wis

Tiny Lohengrins ASlegfrieds,-'"Brunhllds
gods and goddééses, kobolds and mountain
elves, swans and Undines, monks and rob-
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ber barons. lansquenets and Frederick
' Barbarossas there are in plenty: creatures
,and creations suggested by German myth
Then upon a table nearly
93 feet in length one beholds a most be-
wildering array of toy raliroad stuff, scld
in sections and parts, so that one can pur-
chase as much or as little as he or she
may desire. The material consists not
alone of mere sections of tracks. cars and
engines. but a complete line of road and
road scenery, tunnels, hills, deep cuts,
military stations, forts and garrisons,
bridges across rivers and canals, depots,
dncks, culverts. a complete set of railroad
scenery. so that if the whole were con-
nected it would present a bhird's-eve view
of an imaginary line of road running
through a varied landscape.

£till. the number of people who prefer
purchasing Virginia pine irees at the
‘enter Market in the time-honored way
use as gond old-fashioned Christmas
trees is considerable, and it may be a

,iong time before the latter are outclassed
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in Christmas trees and.

by the goose-feather iree. New York
and New England arce¢ supplied with
Cnristmas trees from the backwoods of
Main~, where carloads of young firs.
sprures, hemlocks, blue cedars, and the
iitke are cut every secudson, and a large
number of local people who are natives of
this section prefer these trees to the Vir-
giuia yellow pine. They purchase them
from the local florists, and, as a matter

|

of fact, they are really much prettier
than th~ Oldi Dominion pine. Wealihy
people have of late years manifested a

decided preference for the New Zealand

or Norfolk Island pine (Araucaria excel-

sia), grown
gardens,
from the southern hemisphere via IIng-
They are kep:
by lIncal florists and are the most beauti-
ful of ail known conifers, their peculiar
fern-like foliage and graceful limbs mak-

ing them dJdesirable for ornamental pur-
poses. They are too rare and costly to

bee cut off at the base and used like an
ardinary home-grown pine,
for $1v and upward, growing in pots or
wooden tubs, and in this muanner
used as Christmas trees. Decorated and
loaded with glifts, the New Zealand or
Norfolk Island pine makes the most beaus
tiful of Christmas trees, and, owing 10
the peculiar foliage, is not so apt to catch
tire from candles as the Virginia pine or
Muine spruce,
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